Study 36 

Text:     1 Kings, Isaiah, Zechariah, Psalms, Ezra, and Nehemiah

Theme:  God begins to make good on His promises

The Israelites Await the Promised Savior  

The years went by and the Israelites were governed by many kings.  Some of these were good kings, but most were bad.  Do you remember our studies of Kings Saul, David, and Ahab?  

The bad kings led the Israelites to sin. (2 Kings 17:7-8)  They sinned against the Lord their God, who had brought them out of Egypt.  They worshipped other gods and followed the evil practices of the nations around them.  (2 Kings 17:10-12)  They set up false places of worship on every high hill and burned incense in honor of false gods; they worshiped idols.  (Jeremiah 44:19)  These kings even encouraged the people to burn incense and pour out drink offerings to a goddess and make cakes in her image.

 (2 Kings 17:13) Through the prophets, such as Elijah and others, the Lord had warned the Israelites of their sin.  (14) But, God’s people chose to ignore Him.  (15) They rejected God’s laws and the pact that He had made with Abraham, Isaac,and Jacob.  By following false gods that had no worth, the Israelites, themselves, became worthless.   (17)  They practiced divination and sorcery, doing evil in the God’s sight and provoking Him to anger. 

 (20) So the Lord rejected all the people of Israel; he caused suffering to come upon them and gave them over to their enemies.   First, God divided Israel into two parts.   The northern part was captured by Assyria, and eventually, the southern part was conquered by Babylonia.  In this way the Israelites were taken as captives to foreign lands.

The years passed.  Although God’s people remained captive, He had not forgotten about them.  After many years, God raised up leaders, such as Ezra and Nehemiah, to take some of the Israelites back to the land of Israel, where they rebuilt God’s temple and the walls around the city of Jerusalem.   All of this was accomplished with the permission of the kind of Babylonia, because he still had control over the lands of Israel.

Throughout Israel’s history and even while they were captives in foreign lands, God sent prophets to warn and encourage His people.  Through these prophets, God spoke to the Israelites about the consequences of their sin.  He pleaded with them to repent, reminded them of His faithfulness, and gave them promises of hope for the future.    

One prophet God sent was named Isaiah.  God gave him a vision to share with His people.  (Isaiah 7:14)  Through Isaiah God told His people that one day a virgin would give birth to a Son.  This One would be called Immanuel, which means “God with us.”  (Isaiah 9:6-7) Also, He would be called “Wonderful Conselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”   

  
  (Isaiah 53:10)  Isaiah told the Israelites that God would cause this man to be a  sacrifice for their sins.  (Isaiah 53:7-9)  Although He would have done no wrong, this chosen One would suffer and would be led like a lamb to the slaughter, without opening His mouth.  Upon this Immanuel would be placed  the wickedness of all people.  He would die and be placed in the tomb of a rich man.   

Also, other prophets foretold things about this promised Savior, or Messiah.  (Micah 5:2)   One said that this Messiah would be born in the town of Bethlehem.  (Zechariah  11:12-13) Another foretold that this promised Savior would be betrayed for thirty pieces of silver.  (Psalm 16:10)  Still another  prediction was made that this Savior would not remain dead in His tomb.

The prophet Isaiah foretold that this Messiah would extend His power over all and that He would sit on the throne of King David forever.  The Israelites liked to hear this.  They hoped that this King would free them from their oppression. 

However, hundreds of years went by without even one of these predictions coming true.  In fact, 400 years passed without a written record in God’s story of  His activity in the world.  But, God was still at work preparing the day when His promised Savior would be born.  He would be born in Israel, but God wanted not only the Israelites to know Him, but all the peoples of the world.

The Babylonian empire that had conquered the southern part of Israel was taken over by Persia.  In the following years, many wars took place and the country of Greece rose to power over all of this area of the world.  Most people, including the Israelites, were forced to learn and speak the Greek language.  After this, the armies of Rome conquered this area of the world and all the peoples under their control, including the Israelites, were forced to pay taxes to the Roman authorites.       


Even though it looked bleak for the Israelites, God had been at work preparing the world for His promised One.  A large majority of the peoples of the world spoke the same language (Greek).  As the Romans consolidated their power, they built roads to allow the ease of travel from place to place.  All of these things allowed the message of God’s Messiah to be heard.  

  
Now, before we get ahead of ourselves in God’s story, let’s stop for today.  You’ll want to hear in our next study how kept His word concerning this Messiah after many years of silence. 

